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A Season of Beginnings: A Message from Interim Pastor Gary Braeuer
Greetings to the saints of St. Peter’s

It is hard to believe that six weeks have passed since I arrived in Winnipeg. Between the crisp winter air and the
warm hospitality, | have received while settling into my new role as your Interim Pastor, I already feel a deep sense
of belonging in this community.

My journey with you officially began on January 11th, with our first worship service together. Since then, it has
been a whirlwind of activity. After settling into a new office and getting to know Gudrun, I spent the following two
weeks meeting with members of the Church Council and various committees. These conversations have been
invaluable in helping me understand the heart and the heritage of our congregation.

Ministry Beyond the Pulpit

In between drafting sermons, I have prioritized visiting those in our community who are unable to attend Sunday
services. Bringing Holy Communion to our homebound members has been a highlight of my time here. It is a vital
reminder that our church family remains one body, regardless of where we gather, to be nourished by Word and
Sacraments.

The Path Forward: Intentional Interim Ministry

I returned home briefly during the first week of February, only to find my mind still racing with plans for our future.
As your Intentional Interim Minister, my role is unique. I am currently designing and documenting a structured
process that will lead our congregation, committees, and Council through Five Developmental Tasks over the next
five months. This pattern of intentional ministry ... evaluating our past, assessing our current identity, and looking
toward our future leadership ... continued in earnest throughout February.

A Historic Milestone

I am excited to share a significant event in the life of our congregation and the wider church. On the First Sunday in
Lent, Dean Mac de Waal was in Winnipeg to preside over a special service. I was formally installed as your Interim
Pastor ... and this installation also recognized the specific roles and responsibilities of an Intentional Interim Minister
(IIM). A milestone as the first time this role was established in the Canadian Mission District.

I am honored to walk this path with you as we discern where God is leading our congregation.
Peace and Blessings,

Interim Pastor Gary Braeuer



A Roadmap for our Future: Report on Intentional Interim Ministry

Greetings to the saints of St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Winnipeg MB

On February 16th, I made my second presentation to the Council members. In the time allowed I summarized the
structure of Developmental Engagement and Analysis that I intend to follow as an invited Intentional Interim
Minister to fulfill the covenant between your Council and myself. At the conclusion of our six-month journey
together I will hand over a Developmental Analysis Report (DAR). The format of this report acts as a strategic

roadmap for the time we are together.

As the first Intentional Interim Minister in the Canadian Mission District, my role is to guide St. Peter’s through a
deliberate season of reconciliation, change, and renewal.

This is not about "filling the gap" it is about preparing the soil for what God wants to grow next. To do this, we will
focus on Five Developmental Tasks:

1. Coming to Terms with History: Reviewing our past to inform our future.

2. Discovering a New Identity: Defining who St. Peter’s is today.

3. Managing Transition: Navigating the "in-between" with healthy leadership.

4. Rethinking Connections: Strengthening our ties to the Mission District and our ecumenical neighbors.
5. Commitment to a New Future: Preparing the way for your next settled pastor.

What This Means for You

Transparency and engagement are my top priorities. Over the next five months, you can expect questions, listening
forums, and workshops for planning and making changes. We will use specific tools to achieve desired outcomes
and follow our progress as we accomplish identified milestones along the way. I will collect, analyze and report on
various metrics and this is why I am introducing the DAR to you now. To measure our progress and ensure we are
truly ready for your next chapter you will receive regular updates through the sermon folders, newsletters and
workshops. I will be open to your questions and comments throughout the process.

Together, we are not just waiting for a new pastor; we are actively building a stronger, prayerful, discipling and
mission-focused congregation.

Peace and blessings,

Rev. Gary Braeuer, Intentional Interim Minister (IIM)



FAQ: The Five Developmental Tasks:

Why are we doing this? Research shows that congregations that skip this process often "rebound" by calling a
pastor who is not a satisfactory long-term fit. By doing this work now, we ensure we are healthy and clear about our
needs and our wants before the next call process begins.

How will we measure success? We will look at several metrics you may not have heard of or considered necessary
in the past, such as, our Engagement Rate, and a Narrative Consistency Index to measure how well we all agree on
who we are and where we need to be going.

What is my role? Your voice is essential! We need your participation in all aspects of this work. We will begin
with a questionnaire and listening session on discovering our identity as it reflects current community. To do this
thoroughly we will need to address the past, but I hope we will also gain a glimpse of your future.

February 20-22 - What an exciting weekend at St. Peter’s!

It began with a well-attended Steve Bell concert on Friday night. Steve has a wonderful way of engaging his
audience and spreading hope, love and God’s grace through his songs and music making. We thank Steve Bell
for skillfully tailoring his concert to St. Peters - giving us hope for new beginnings during this time of transition.
And thank you to everyone involved in organizing this lovely event!

On Sunday Feb 22, Pastor Gary Braecuer was installed as Intentional Interim Minister of St. Peter’s by Dean
Mac de Waal during the 11am service. In his sermon, based on the account of Jesus’ temptations in Matthew
Chapter 4, dean de Waal reminded us that it is the spirit that leads. We may experience hardships and
temptations but even though we pass through valleys, God himself is always with us. We thank Pastor de Waal
for his words of encouragement and wisdom as we navigate this time of transition at St. Peter’s. The service
was followed by a luncheon and a time of fellowship.

For the afternoon, Ulrike Schreckenbach organized a skating event at The Forks for our youth and young adults
and those young at heart - such as Pastor Braeuer!

L-R: Pastoral Candidate Jason
Wagner (Joy Lutheran), Pastor
Teresa Peters, Dean Mac de Waal,
Pastor Gary Bracuer
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The next St. Peter's Eaters breakfast will be held in the church basement on Saturday, March 28, 2026 at 8AM.
It’s a men’s breakfast group to which all men are invited for food and fellowship. If you plan on coming, please
sign up on the bulletin board at the back of the church or contact the church office by phone (204.775.6477) or
email stpetersoffice@mymts.net .

The next Women’s circle will meet on March 29.
All women visiting or worshipping at St. Peter’s are invited to attend.

NALC Youth event in 2026

NALC Continental Youth Gathering 2026 - July 7 - 10, 2026 at St. John Lutheran
Church in Roanoke, Virginia.

Please see website below for more information and registration.
https://thenalc.org/en-us/our-work/equipping-disciples/families/

Younger Adults
Submitted by Ulrike Schreckenbach

Young adults aged 18-28 from NALC congregations are invited to participate in Word & Witness: a week-long
mission experience serving under-resourced neighborhoods here in Winnipeg. It takes place May 23-30, 2026.

For details, please see the Bulletin Board or the NALC website. Young adults who attended this event last year
were interviewed by Pastor Teresa Peters. They testified to the meaningful impact this experience had on them

personally. This interview can be accessed here: https://vimeo.com/1095148770

Please note: Registration will close soon (mid to end February)!
Questions?

Would like more information?

Know someone you would like to see invited?

Please talk to Ulrike, or contact her:

By email: schrecke@mymts.net Or by phone: 204-255-5262 (landline).
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Ash Wednesday and midweek Lenten Services

e On Feb 18 we gathered at St. Peter’s for an Ash Wednesday service that was preceded by a super
soup supper. Thank you to Linda Lurvey and Paul Bergsagel for providing the delicious soups!
There were 24 who attended the soup supper. It was a lovely time of fellowship. We thank Pastor
Gary for his message, reminding us that Lent is a time of preparation and repentance and that we
are both sinners (having been born into sin) and saints (having been cleansed from our sin)
through Christ.

e Two more midweek Lenten services, preceded by a soup supper, are planned for Thursday
March 12" and March 26™. The soup supper will start at 6pm and the Lenten services at 7pm.

IMPORTANT REMINDER!
The Annual General Meeting will be held at St. Peter’s on March 15.
Immediately following the 11 am service there will be a soup luncheon in the basement followed
by the AGM!
A sign-up sheet for soup donations for the luncheon will be posted in the Narthex.

SAVE THE DATE!
Our Annual Church Picnic will take place on June 14.
Location TBA.
Hope to see many of you there!!

Flags in the foyer

Some colour has been added to our foyer — a collection of little flags on the wardrobe
shelf. With them, we want to celebrate our various heritages, cultures, countries and
provinces of origin, while at the same time reaching out to our — first time as well as
repeat — visitors. This is not meant to be a finished but rather an ongoing project.
Any questions?

Any flags that should be there — but are not as of yet?

Please reach out to me! Submitted by Ulrike Schreckenbach

St. Peter's Singers News
Submitted by Linda Lurvey

We will resume choir practices on Sunday, February 22, 10:15 - 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary.
The plan is to practice each Sunday leading up to Holy Week. We welcome singers of all ages to join us.
No music reading experience is necessary. Please call Linda Lurvey for more information: 204-663-1287.

"The one who sings prays twice"
St. Augustine




We are starting to plan this years' Special Confirmation Anniversary Celebration which will
take place at St. Peter’s either on Sept 20 or 27 (date to be confirmed closer to the time).

We will be celebrating confirmation anniversaries for those who were confirmed 25, 50, 60, 70, and 80
years ago, i.e., those confirmed in the years 2001, 1976, 1966, 1956, 1946. A list of those who were
confirmed in these years at St. Peters appears on the bulletin board in the Narthex and was also emailed
out. However, if you are currently attending St. Peter's and were confirmed in one of these years but do
not appear on this list, we would like to also honour you that day. Please send me an email or call me so |
can add you to our list (see contact details below).

Help needed: If you have contact information for anyone that appears on the this list, please send it to me
asap (and preferably by March 15).

Contact details: email oellermanno@gmail.com OR call me at 204-487 2175 (please leave a message if no
one answers). Thank you to those who have already provided some information in this regard.

We are looking forward to seeing many of you at this event.

Special Birthday Celebrations for March 2026

For members at least 65

Gerda Sickert, March 2 Irmgard Redmann, March 5
Hiltrud Boese, March 14 Elli Kitzmann, March 19
Erika von Kampen, March 21 Frieda Kreis, March 25

Ingrid Heim-Heyer March 29

Wishing you a very Happy Birthday and the Lord’s continued Blessings!

Congratulations on your 65" wedding anniversary (on March 11) Lilli and Rudi Mathwig!
Wishing you the Lord’s continued blessings!

Our Church Library

If you haven’t yet looked at what our small church library has to offer, you are encouraged to do so.

- A new book “Micro Miracle”, a true story by Amy Boys, has been added. It is the story of the
survival of an infant born 16 weeks prematurely. The book describes the challenges and emotional
rollercoaster the parents endured during the early and very fragile part of their daughter’s life and
the challenges they had “negotiating the gray areas of medical ethics, - praying every moment they
had to make a decision”. The author herself concludes that “despite nature conspiring against
them” so much worked in their favour. Apart from the advanced medical care, the author marvels
at the “intangible things which couldn’t be funded or researched into existence”. And the story has
a Manitoba connection!

Holy Week Services Don’t forget the TIME CHANGE on
March 8 at 2am. Move your clocks
Palm Sunday - March 29, 11am ahead 1hr to 3am.

Maundy Thursday - April 2 - 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday - April 3, 11am c

Easter Sunday- April 5, 11am
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Submitted by Jerry Roehr
30 P is all bout the 11-year devel t of
an " gp rogress, progress, progress is all we can say about the 11-year development o
CY 7 KUWALA the school. The left picture shows the construction of the fourth dormitory.
CHRISTIAN GIRLS SCHOOL ) )
‘ -sanecmssune —  Because of the severe food shortage in Mawali, the development of the purchased
farmland with Canadian “know-how” has become crucial - not only for the school
itself, but also to pay farmhands with produce rather than money. With an increased student population and meals
for daily farm workers, larger kitchen equipment has become necessary.

John Longhurst. The reason we share John’s comments every month is to make us aware that religious news is
important in our society. Once a year, there is a “Crowdfunder” to support the Winnipeg Free Press Faith Page.
We make a small annual contribution.

Here are some comments from readers and contributors: “I eagerly read the faith section every Saturday. God
Bless!” “Thank you for being the only Canadian newspaper to carry this vital news!” “We are happy to support

faith writers to continue doing very fine work for our community!” “An essential part of the Free Press!”
Submitted by Jerry Roehr

St. Peter’s Transportation Initiative. You may remember a November 2024 dinner at church to raise funds for a
transportation initiative for senior members (or others unable to drive on their own) of our congregation to come for
worship. About $1,500.00 was raised, and the current balance is $300.00. The Mission Committee discussed
establishing a “Care Team” to see if this initiative can be continued or enhanced. It was also agreed that funding
will be made available, at least, until the end of June. Submitted by Jerry Roehr

2026 Mission Budget Update. As reported earlier, our 2025 Mission budget was met with a small surplus. That is
great news, we cannot say it often enough, thank you for each and every contribution you have made so that we
could cover our pledged Mission goals and commitments. Once our 2026 Mission budget is approved at the March
AGM, and because of our Mission surplus, we can begin supporting some of our commitments right away and
replenish it with our 2026 donations. We are also happy to report that, because of a donation received, we were able
to send support to the Canadian Bible Translators with the first cheque in 2026. Submitted by Jerry Roehr

The Power of Prayer

Please continue to pray for the four Afghani women - Taiba and her teenage daughters Hania and Oswa and friend
Latifa who are waiting to come to Canada. They are waiting for the Canadian Visa Office in Pakistan to approve
their applications to come to Winnipeg. Their situation as refugees in Pakistan is very precarious, as the Pakistan
government is in the process of deporting thousands of Afghani refugees.

Here is a prayer written by Bruce Adamson one of the co-sponsors:

May they fall into the hands of government officials who will understand the urgency of their situation and help
expedite approval and relocation so that all four may one day soon find themselves face to face with brothers and
sisters who will walk closely with them on their journey to becoming Canadian citizens who flourish in their new
surroundings and new found freedoms. AMEN. Submitted by Linda Lurvey




March 2026 Calendar; *TC = Tai Chi, **HS=Healthy Start, ***Immanuel Anglican Church=IAC

Sun Mon Ty Wed Thur Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
11 am Service in English HS | TC TC 10am
Tpm 3pm-6pm
IAC
8 TIME CHANGE 1hr FWD 9 10 |11 12 13 14
11 am Service in English with HS | TC Soup supper TC 10am
Communion 7pm | at 6pm & 3pm-6pm
Lenten IAC
service 7pm
15 16 17 |18 19 20 21
I1am Service in Council | HS TC 10am
English meeting 3pm-6pm
Followed by lunch & AGM || 7pm IAC
22 23 24 |25 26 27 28
I1am Service in English with HS | TC Soup supper Men’s
Communion 7pm | at 6pm & breakfast
Lenten 8am
service 7pm TC 10am
3pm-6pm
IAC
29 Palm Sunday 30 31 | April | April 2 April 3 April 4
11am Service in English HS |1 Maundy Good
Women’s Circle to follow Thursday Friday
after the service Service & Service &
Communion | Communion
7pm 11am

Any submissions for the April 2026 edition of the St. Peter’s Newsletter should be made by noon Thur,
March 26, 2026. Submissions should be sent to Ortrud Oellermann at stpetersnewsl@gmail.com




